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June 12, 201 7

The Honorable Stephen Barrar
Chairman, Committee on Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
PO Box 202020
Harrisburg, PA 1 7120-2020

Dear Chaimlan Barrar

On behalf of Georgia Tech National Electric Energy Testing, Research and Applications Center
(NEETRAC), I am pleased to express our strong support for House Bill 141 2, the Energy Resiliency and
Emergency Preparedness and Response Act which you have introduced with Democratic Chairman
Chris Sainato.

NEETRAC is a research and testing center whose mission is to advance the electric grid through
collaboration with our members. Our 4 I members include some of the largest electric utilities in the
United States as well as many of the primary manufactures that provide products and services to
utilities. We are involved in a wide variety of research projects from grid reliability assessments to
power flow control to optimizing microgrid connectivity with the distribution grid. This legislation
establishes an important framework for encouraging pilot applications of microgrids and innovative
energy storage solutions in Pennsylvania.

Microgrids and new energy storage technologies are some of the most exciting technology innovations
in the energy industry, offering the potential to dramatically increase energy resiliency, reliability and
the integration of renewable resources. These small "grids-within-the-grid" can provide essential
services when emergency events disrupt the electric distribution system. Through a combination of on
site generation and advanced technology system controllers, microgrids can deliver transformational
levels of resiliency and reliability. These systems can also be combined with renewable power and
energy storage systems to make these clean resources more reliable and controllable on the grid.

Developing microgrids and energy storage in Pennsylvania wilmot only support critical public services
and emergency response, but these technologies can also play an important role in promotingjob growth
and economic development in years to come.
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Pennsylvania does not have clear laws describing how microgrids and innovative energy storage
solutions should be regulated, so HB 1 41 2 will provide "rules of the road" to support utility submission
of pilot technology projects today and a clear long-term regulatory structure for the future. The bill also
requires utilities to retum any revenues from energy sales from microgrids or energy storage systems to
utility customers.

Thanks very much for your leadership on this important issue

Sincerely,

,/z
Rick Hartiein

Principal Research Engineer
Director, NEETRAC
5351 Kennedy Road
Forest Park, GA 30297
404-675-1 870
R ick.hartlein (&neetrac . aatech.edu

cc: Rep. Chris Sainato, Democratic Chairman, Committee on Veterans Affairs and Emergency
Preparedness




