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Chaii~nail Clyiner, Chainnan Roebuck and members of the House Education Cornlittee, thank 
you for the opportunity for the PA Department of Education to comrl-~ent on bullying prevention. 

First, Govel-nor Corbett and the Department believe that safe and secure classrooills are critical 
to a quality education. When a student feels threatened, frightened or anxious, that student inay 
not thrive to their fullest potential in the classroom. The Department continues to work to 
promote policies that create and maintain a positive learning environment for every child. The 
Department provides resources and guidance to students and administrators on a range of issues, 
from the Student Assistance Program that helps students cope with mental health or drug 
problems to training sessions for school personnel on issues like bullying prevention. We track 
safety data from our public schools to provide parents, legislators and educators with a 
transparent monitor of school violence. We continually work to ensure the reports from our 
school districts are as accurate and up-to-date as possible. 

As referenced in recent testimony to the House Select Committee on School Safety, the 
Department believes it is important to remember that bullying is as significant of an aspect of 
school safety as are the rare, large-sqale incidents of violence. Wc must not forget about the 
problems like bullying and all other areas of safety in our schools as we focus on the larger 
events. 

The Governor's proposal for the Passpol-t for Learning Block Grant will provide the opportunity 
for schools to improve the safety and security of their students and employees. Through this 
proposed four-year investment, approximately $1 billion will be available for schools to use in 
four key areas including school safety. This proposal will allow local officials to determine the 
necessary programs and services, like bullying prevention, to enhance school security and ensure 
a safe learning env~ronment for their students and employees. 

Through the Office of Safe Schools, the Department has been and will continue to make 
concerted efforts to ensure that anti-bullying prevention and Intervention programs are adopted 
and implemented in a manner that is ongoing throughout the school year to fulfill all statutory 
and regulatory requirements. The Department supports the requirement that every school entity 
should involve students, parents, administrators, school staff, school volunteers, community 
representatives and local law enforcement agencies in the process of adopting any policy, thus 
ensuring local control. 

Pennsylvania bullying prevention legislation (Act 61 of 2008) requires schools to report to PDE 
"inforination related to the development and implementation of any bullying prevention 
intervention and education program" utilized to support the school district's bullying prevention 
policy. The schools have been encouraged to implement research-based bullying prevention 
programs. Pennsylvania's governmental agencies, nonprofit organizations and private 
foundations have demonstrated strong partnerships, which have supported implementation, 
sustainability and fidelity to research-based bullying prevention programs in schools throughout 
the Commonwealth. 



In closing, the Departnlent looks foiward to working with this committee and the General 
Assembly on issues relating to school safety, including bullying prevention. Thank you again for 
this opportunity to provide these comments on this important topic. 




