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Transportation Majority Chairman Senator Rafferty, Minority Chairman Senator Stout, members of the 
Committee and guests. Good morning. My name is John Becker, and I am the President of the American Concrete 
Pavement Association, Pennsylvania Chapter. I represent an association, based in Harrisburg, with over 50 
member companies including paving and pavement rehabilitation contractors, material suppliers, equipment 
manufacturers, and consulting engineering firms. With me today is John Depman, who is the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors for the Association. 

Pennsylvania has had a long and generally successful history of using concrete pavements. A main ingredient in 
concrete is Portland cement, which when mixed with rocks, sand, and water, makes concrete. One could say that 
cement is to concrete as flour is to cake. Portland cement is a material that is manufactured right here in 
Pennsylvania. We are the birthplace of the cement industry in the United States, and, by most recent accounting 
the Commonwealth ranks third in the nation in the manufacturing of this product. 

Concrete pavement is a sustainable product that is cost-competitive on a first-cost basis, a product that can meet 
and exceed one of the most stringent ride specifications in the nation, a product that is durable, long-lasting, and 
one'that can be restored to a like-new condition when needed. When you include all the contractors, concrete 
product manufacturers and the cement industry, we are an industry that collectively employs over 39,000 hard 
working Pennsylvanians. Prior to this recession, we collectively generated over $6 billion annually in economic 
activity for our state, contributing over $300 million in sales taxes and over $400 million in Federal, State and 
Local income taxes. 

However, we are now faeingatime-ofreduced fundingfor roadway construction, reconstruction, and repair. 
Exacerbating this for the concrete paving industry is the fact that the proportion of those limited highway funds 
that has gone to concrete paving has decreased even further. With the limited number of active concrete 
pavement projects now nearing completion, people that are still employed in our industry will soon be looking 
elsewhere for whatever limited work there is. Without immediate action, the concrete paving industry, along with 
the cement industry, the equipment manufacturing industry, the steel industry, and the people who work in these 
industries to support their families will all be negatively affected. 

I'd like to turn over the microphone to John Depman, who will provide some background and perspective on the 
need for a long term solution to the transportation funding crisis. 

Good morning, my name is John Depman and I am the President of Safety Grooving & Grinding. With our office 
based in western Pennsylvania and with work throughout the state, we provide Pennsylvanians more than 100 
well paid jobs as skilled equipment operators, mechanics, truck drivers, and other construction industry positions. 



Our business is to maintain and preserve highway and airport concrete pavements through restoration and safety 
improvement processes, such as patching and joint sealing and diamond grinding, which are economical and cost
effective techniques for making aged concrete pavements smooth and to perform like new pavement. 

When my company was founded in 1967, a core component of our business was working with concrete pavers to 
complete the Interstates, which were constructed mostly with concrete. These pavements have certainly 
withstood the test of time. Approximately 400 of the remaining 1600 miles of Interstate and Interstate-type 
pavements that were designed to last 20 years and were constructed with concrete are now over 30 years old. But 
years of neglect have taken their toll on all of our pavements and sadly, for many years, Pennsylvania roadways 
were rated among the worst in the nation. 

In moving forward, PennDOT relied heavily on short-term fixes, focusing first and foremost on network 
smoothness numbers which were brought back up to respectable levels. On the surface this was good news. But 
the problem is that the real health ofthe system has not gotten better. Secretary of Transportation Biehler recently 
reported of the dramatic decrease in the programming of capacity improvement projects. Our roads are carrying 
more and more traffic, and congestion idncreasing rapidly. 

Compounding this problem is the fact that there has been a lack of adequate funding for reconstructing 
pavements. Our pavements have, in some cases, handled three or more times the traffic that they were designed to 
handle The consequence of all this is that we now have a pavement network wiLl} overall performa.'1ce, life 
expectancies that are accelerating downward, as each treatment lasts a shorter time than the one before. The 
condition of our roadways has, however, not gone completely unnoticed. The American Society of Civil 
Engineers recently gave Pennsylvania highways a grade ofD minus. Pennsylvanians deserve better. 

The concrete pavement industry, as members ofthe Transportation Construction Industry and the Keystone 
Transportation Funding Coalition, is in full support of a $4.8 billion annual transportation infrastructure program 
to address unrnet infrastructure needs. We will support traditional and innovative methods for reaching this 
ambitious, but much needed, level of investment. 

It may be said that this type of funding is self-serving to the concrete paving and cement industries, as well as to 
all others in the construction industry. Perhaps this is true to some extent, but it is also true that we care about the 
employees and families that work in these industries. A long-term commitment to the infrastructure will keep 
Pennsylvania citizens, union and non-union alike, working with good paying jobs and benefits, and keep them out 
of the unemployment lines . 

. With a fully funded transporl<ttion infrastructure program, we would be able, for example, to make long-term 
improvements to highways in the Philadelphia metropolitan area, including Interstate 95, US-202, US-422, and 
the Schuylkill Expressway, reducing congestion and allOWing goods and products, vital to our economy, to be 
transported from distribution points in Philadelphia to communities all across the Commonwealth. In western 
Pennsylvania, we would be able to complete the entire Mon-Fayette/Southern Beltway corridor, spurring 
development of old mill sites and thereby also creating good jobs for thousands of Pennsylvanians who do not 
directly work in the construction industry. 

Long-term investment in our infrastructure will allow highways, runways, streets and roads all across the 
Commonwealth to be improved, making our transportation system safer and less congested. It will help the 
economy of the Commonwealth recover and once again prosper. With this type of investment in our infrastructure 
and in our people, we will be able to build viable transportation projects that will be enjoyed by our children and 
grandchildren. 

On behalf of the concrete paving industry, we sincerely appreciate having had this opportunity to testify before 
you. We would be happy to answer for you any questions that you may have for us. Thank you. 
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