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GREATER LEHIGH VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Good afternoon Chairman Rafferty, Chairman Stout, other distinguished members of the Senate 

Transportation Committee, and guests: 

Thank you for providing me an opportunity to present testimony on behalf of the Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and its Transportation Committee. The Chamber's mission is to: deliver value to 
members through superior programs and services; advocate to advance business interests; unify the Lehigh 
Valley business. community to leverage regional resources and strengthen its collective voice; and to create 
opportunities for businesses to grow. With nearly 5,000 member businesses who employ more than 140,000 
individuals, The Chamber is the largest in Pennsylvania (not including the PA Chamber), largest in New Jersey, 
and one ofthe most active advocates for member businesses in the nation. 

It's important to note that the lehigh Valley (metro area ABE - Lehigh, Northampton, Carbon counties 

in PA and Warren County in NJ) is the 2nd fastest growing metro area in the Northeast. Our unemployment 

rate (for May 2010) is 9.9% (up 1.4% from May 2009). Our 9.9% unemployment is high compared to PA's 

average of 9.0% and the national rate of 9.7%. The 9.9% reflects 41,900 unemployed people out of a full 

labor force of 425,400 individuals. If you look specifically at the Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities 

sector, 300 jobs were lost between May 09 and May 10. But, this sector still employs 14,100 in our Lehigh 

Valley. 

The Chamber believes there is no question our state highway, bridge, and public transportation 

systems are in a financial crisis. The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) released its 2010 Infrastructure 

Report Card on May 24, 2010. The Report Card shows our road, bridge and public transportation systems 

receive very poor grades. Even worse, the grades are basically unchanged from the 2006 Report Card. 

Pennsylvania's deficient infrastructure has impacted businesses in the Lehigh Valley by challenging our 

mobility. The lehigh Valley is fortunate in its proximity to ports and major population centers. From an 

economic perspective, we have taken advantage of our location creating many intermodal and warehousing 

facilities. However, without a long range plan we will find ourselves as another congested corridor which is 

bypassed for other facilities. The poor condition of our infrastructure has added to'the transportation costs, 

impacting all of our citizens. Adding the deplorable condition of our bridges to the equation and the limited 

capacity of our roadways, you will see a great threat which will cripple our mobility. 

Inaction, while it appears to have been the most acceptable political position in the past, will not be 

acceptable nor an option for our future. Ifthe tough decisions continue to be delayed in identifying and 

allocating the necessary financial support, the cost of maintaining our infrastructure will soar so far ahead of 

us we will not be able to catch-up. 

Bridges: Penn DOT's shift from expanding road capacity --to maintenance of the existing network -is 

understood as a safety initiative. Unfortunately though, years of inadequate funding which allowed for a low 

level of maintenance and upkeep to our bridges brought us to where we are today placing thousands of 

bridges in the 'structurally deficient' category. When a bridge gets posted with a weight restriction, or worse-



1 is closed, it takes a heavy toll on the business community as well as the emergency services providers. Posted 

and closed bridges force larger trucks and emergency vehicles to use longer routes, costing money for trucking 

companies, and more critically, longer response times for emergency service providers. locally, lehigh County 

is home to 350 state bridges including 74 that are structurally deficient-that's 21%. Neighboring 

Northampton County fares very similarly with 63 structurally deficient bridges out of 311-that's more than 

20%. 

Roads: Funding shortfalls are having a1letrimental affect on our road projects which is complicating 

our vision for a strong lehigh Valley. US Route 22, also termed the lehigh Valley's Main Street, is vital to the 

distribution of people, goods and services every day. The US Route 22 Tomorrow project has been a priority 

of the Chamber's and the lehigh Valley for many years. PennDOT pulled the plug last year on plans to expand 

the highway to six lanes, replacing them with a scaled back version that did not meet all of the needs 

identified by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission. But, it was all about the money-the new version of the 

project dropped the sticker price by $150 million. Our community is concerned that a savings today will mean 

a large price to pay in the future!*** 

Public Transportation: The shortfall in funding anticipated from Act 44 will have an immediate impact 

on the lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority's (lANTA) capital program, jeopardizing the 

Authority's ability to replace its fixed route and paratransit vehicles in a timely manner, thereby having a 

deleterious effect on service reliability and maintenance costs. Over the next six years, lANTA will need total 

funding of approximately $18 million (from all sources - federal, state, local) simply to replace buses which 

have reached or exceeded their useful life and $8.4 million to replace paratransit vans. This would not allow 

for any fleet expansion to accommodate the system enhancements called for in LANTA's recently adopted 12 

year regional public transportation strategic plan, Moving LANTA Forward, which established a vision for 

transit service in the lehigh Valley designed to help realize the regional goals set forth in the Comprehensive 

Plan - The Lehigh Valley 2030. New funding sources would also need to be identified to fund a needed $13 

million modernization at lANTA's antiquated maintenance facility in Allentown. In the intermediate term, 

funding shortfalls will have an impact on LANTA's operating budget making it difficultto maintain current 

service levels and all but precluding service enhancements outlined in Moving LANTA Forward. This could end 

LANTA's decade long trend of gains in ridership which has increased 70% since 1997 on lANTA's fixed route 

Metro system. 

Air: lehigh Valley International Airport (lVIA) operated by the Lehigh Northampton Airport Authority 

(lNAA) has been effectively developed to serve a nine county region from its location between Allentown and 

Bethlehem. The Authority has made great strides to assure that the lVIA will meet the air service needs of 

that region and also act as a reliever to congested Philadelphia International Airport. Currently the Authority 

is using $6 million in state grant funds along with local revenue to complete a major renovation of the Main 

Terminal Building. More improvements are needed soon to enhance safety and security, and to bring the 

facility into compliance with new standards. That price tag is expected to be $36 million over five years from state 

and federal funds. The projects will include obstruction removal, safety area construction, and taxiway, and 

aircraft parking ramp reconstruction. We believe the State should consider establishing an air service 



development fund that would provide assistance to the state's smaller airports in attracting and retaining 

quality airline service. Such programs have been used effectively by other States and localities. 

Rail: The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (ASSHTOj reports freight 

volume will double in the next 40 years, resulting in a 50 percent increase in truck traffic on our highways, Rail 

is the most efficient, affordable and environmentally responsible way to move freight in the United States. 

When more freight moves by rail everyone benefits from lower shipping costs, reduced highway gridlock, 

enhanced mobility, lower fuel consumption, reduced greenhouse emissions and improved safety. The lehigh 

Valley is fortunate to have an intermodal terminal in Bethlehem which handles over 80,000 containers per 

year - freight that would otherwise be traveling long distances on Pennsylvania highways. In addition, lehigh 

Valley railroads provide carload service to the region. One ofthe area's railroads, lehigh Valley Rail 

Management llC, operates on the former Bethlehem Steel property and handles over 6,500 rail cars per year. 

Each rail car of freight takes three or more trucks off Pennsylvania roads. As the former Steel property 

continues to be developed, funding for rail spurs, yards, container yards and expansion of the intermodal 

facilities is critical to job creation in the lehigh Valley. Continued investment in rail freight infrastructure is 

necessary to maintain the current infrastructure and increase capacity to handle a greater share of the 

anticipated freight volume and to keep Pennsylvania and America competitive in the global marketplace. 

The May 2010 Pennsylvania Transportation Advisory Committee (PA TAC) Funding Study appears to 

identify the level of resources needed. The Greater lehigh Valley Chamber recognizes sufficient, annual 

dedicated funding is required. We support reasonable increases in user fees and registration fees and we are 

very willing to discuss supporting other options for funding infrastructure. We expect Penn DOT will use 

disciplined management practices, Smart Transportation and right-sizing of projects, a streamlined project 

delivery process and other creative practices in order to maximize the bottom line and provide for efficient 

operation of our transportation systems. 

We believe the solution to this funding crisis will include regional and statewide planning to set our 

priorities, as well as sacrifices in the way of increased user costs. Our current system ebbs and flows with the 

amount of political will. It's time to make hard decisions, cut costs where we can, but together we must make 

a commitment to invest in our infrastructure. The Chamber will continue to educate our members and the 

general public on the facts which we believe will lead to greater support for the inevitable funding decisions. 

We are committed to work with you -and all of our public officials- in attaining a sustainable and efficient 

transportation system that will ensure PA is an economic engine of the future. 

Thank you for providing me this time to discuss The Chamber's position. I welcome your questions and 

comments. 

***Attachment "Table 26, the draft lehigh Valley Transportation Study Long Range Transportation Plan, a 

comparison of lehigh Valley Highway and Bridge Needs and Estimated Funding: 2011-2030" identifies the 20 

year anticipated shortfall exceeding $1.75 Billion. 



TABLE 26 

COMPARISON OF LEHIGH VALLEY HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE NEEDS AND 
ESTIMATED FUNDING' 2011 TO 2030 

Estimated 2011 to 
Needs 2030 Costs (2010 $s) 
Maintenance $ 1,880,407,000 

TIP Maintenance projects $ 17,164,000 
State highway maintenance needs $ 331,700,000 
Local highway maintenance needs $ 64,000,000 
TIP Bridge Projects $ 116,302,000 
State bridge needs $ 1,049,100,000 
Local bridge needs $ 302,141,000 

Mobility (see congested corridors box at bottom of page) $ 1,174,382,000 
TI P Mobility Projects $ 102,512,000 
Rt. 22 Section 400 Widening $ 150,000,000 
Rt. 22 Tomorrow Remainder $ 900,000,000 
Rt. 248 Realignment $ 270,000 
Freeway Service Patrol $ 5,600,000 
ITS Deployment $ 16,000,000 

Safety $ 213,046,000 
TIP Safety Projects $ 84,105,000 
Rt. 22 Section 400 Phase II Completion $ 40,278,000 
Rt. 29/Rt. 100 Intersection $ 1,150,000 
Bath Connector $ 2,550,000 
Newburg Rd.lCountry Club Rd. Intersection $ 270,000 
Mauch Chunk Road $ 12,000,000 
Safety engineering improvements $ 53,294,000 
Low Cost Safety Improvements $ 8,000,000 
Railroad Warning Devices $ 7,399,000 
Bike/Ped Safety Program $ 4,000,000 

Transportation Enhancements $ 28,435,000 
TIP TE Projects $ 5,217,000 
LRTP TE Projects $ 23,218,000 

TOTAL COST OF HIGHWAY/BRIDGE NEEDS' $ 3,296,270,000 
ESTIMATE OF HIGHWAY/BRIDGE FUNDING $ 1,534,971,000 
20 YEAR SHORTFALL $ (1,761,299,OIlIl) 

'CONGESTED CORRIDORS - The Lehigh Valley long range transportation plan 
identifies 13 corridors as being congested and in need of further study. 
2 of those corridors have been studied and improvements identified. The 
remaining 11 corridors are in need of improvements yet to be determined. These 
11 corridors have a demonstrated need for improvement but are not included in 
the "Highway Needs" section above. 

1.1-78 from RI. 22 to RI. 100 
2.1-78 from RI. 309 to RI. 33 
3. Rt. 309 from Shankweilers Rd. to Walbert Ave. 
4. Lehigh St.lE. Harrison SI. from 31st St. to 5th SI. 
5. 25th St. from Newburg Rd. to Freemansburg Ave. 
6. RI. 191 from RI. 22 to Newburg Rd. 
7. RI. 378 from Seidersville Rd. to Center Valley Parkway 
8, RI. 100 from Lowhill Twp. line to Schantz Rd. 
9. American Prkwy/S.4th St.lBasin SI. from Gordon 51. to 1-78 
10. Broadway/E. 4th SI. from Susquehanna SI. to Fillmore SI. 
11. Morgan Hill Rd.lOld Philadelhia RdJSt. John StJRI. 611 from 

1-78 to Park Rd. 




