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Good morning Chairman Smucker and members of the PA Senate State 

Government Committee. Thank you for this opportunity to testify on 

behalf of Pennsylvania's Museums about The Pennsylvania Museum 

Preservation Act, Senate Bill 1070. 

Introduction 

My name is Andy Masich, and I am the Chairman of the Pennsylvania 

Historical & Museum Commission, a member of the Accreditation 

Commission of the American Alliance of Museums, and President/CEO 

of the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh. 



Urgent Necessity for Museum Funding 

Pennsylvania's native son and Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David 

McCullough has said that "History is a guide to navigation in perilous 

times. History is who we are and why we are the way we are." 

David told me recently that he is very concerned about the poor state of 

history education. As evidence of his concern, he related the story of a 

college student who caine up to him after he gave a talk. She thanked 

him for his inspiring lecture and admitted, "Until I heard your talk this 

morning, I never realized the original 13 colonies were all on the East 

Coast." Yikes! Do we ever have a lot of work ahead of us if we are to 

turn our upcoming generations into engaged citizens. 

Return on Investment 

The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act, Senate Bill 1070, has great 

potential as an investment in the future. By investing in Pennsylvania's 

museums, the Commonwealth will reap significant dividends: 



1. As a critical supplement to school-based social studies programs 

about American history and the foundations of our system of 

government - both essential to producing the next generation of 

Pennsylvania leaders and engaged citizens. 

And, 

2. As an economic engine that will continue to drive the tourism 

industry in Pennsylvania. 

The #1 finding of the 2012 Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 

study of museum funding in Pennsylvania indicated that: 

"The economic impact of museums on the overall economy of the 

state and in the communities in which they are located is significant." 

Tourism is one of Pennsylvania's top industries, injecting approximately 

$33 billion annually into the Commonwealth's economy and generating 

more than $3 .4 billion in tax revenues each year for state and local 

governments. In particular, the study cites that "Heritage tourism 



accounts for 32 million visitors and $1 billion in visitor spending each 

year which, when combined with direct expenditures associated with the 

ongoing operations of heritage tourism destinations, results in an 

industry that has a total annual economic impact of $2.9 billion, 

supporting 37,000 jobs and generating $90 million in state tax 

revenues." 

Senate Bill 1070's returns on investment are definable and compelling. 

Wise investment 

The proposed legislation is merit-based and charts a clear path to ensure 

that high-performing educational organizations across the state - those 

that demonstrate high standards and levels of achievement and that reach 

the largest number of people per dollar of state investment - are 

receiving the support they need to survive and thrive. By using the 

American Alliance of Museums' definition of a "museum" and 

encouraging Pennsylvania museu1ns to adopt the standards and best 

practices recognized in the museum field today, our museums can offer 

a better educational experience while serving more people than ever 



before. The danger of not supporting these institutions is that 

downsizing or closure would result in: 

• Negative economic impact on our state tourism, 

• Reduced quality of life and educational opportunities for 

Pennsylvanians, and, 

• Uninformed citizens with "historical amnesia" who are 

unprepared for civic engagement and good decision-making. 

The PHMC is the appropriate state agency to administer this program. 

As the state's official history & museum agency, it has a proven track 

record of fairly distributing grants - during the decades prior to the 

elimination of the Museum Assistance Program. 

Funding 

The portion of the realty transfer tax identified in SB 1070 is not 

currently dedicated to a program. As you deliberate SB 1070, I hope 

you will be watchful and ensure that the proposed new funding will not 

be subtracted from existing Keystone investment in other state agencies 



and assets. Continuing investment in the PHMC and DCNR is very 

important and should be maintained at current levels. 

Thank you again for your vision and leadership in this important 

legislation that will benefit Pennsylvanians for generations to come. 


