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Background and Statistics 

The Franklin Institute serves more than 1.2 million people every year including nearly 800,000 museum 

visitors and more than 200,000 participants in Traveling Science Shows that take place in schools, community 

centers, and other public venues from Connecticut to Virginia. The Institute employs 219 staff members, 

including 147 full-time and 169 part-time employees, and the recently completed construction of a 53,000-

square-foot addition generated 150,000 hours of work, including 125 full-time equivalent positions in design, 

construction, and consulting. With an annual budget of $27.2 million, the Institute is a vital economic driver 

for the city and region. Moreover, the lnstitute's commitments to collaboration and creative approaches to 

STEM learning are essential components of the cultural and educational fabric of Greater Philadelphia. 

American students rank 17th in the world in science and 25th in math - concerning results as the country 

aims to remain competitive in a global economy. In Pennsylvania, students consistently rank lower on the 

science section of the PSSA than they do on the reading, writing, and math sections. Only 61 percent of 

students across the state ranked "proficient" or "advanced" in science in 2012. Results from the School 

District of Philadelphia are especially bleak: of fourth-grade students, 37 percent tested at a proficient level in 

2012, which fell to 18 percent for eighth graders and to less than 11% percent for eleventh graders. Across all 

grade levels, marked achievement gaps along racial and ethnic lines further underscore the troubling reality 

of science education: while 51 percent of Philadelphia's white students scored "proficient" or "advanced" in 

science, only 29 percent of Hispanic students and 24 percent of black students achieved the same. 

Role as a Convener 

The lnstitute's commitment to driving collaboration across academia and industry is evident throughout its 

suite of programmatic partnerships, many of which are supported by competitive grants from federal 

agencies including the National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, Institute of Museum and 

Library Services, National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration, and U.S. Agency for International Development. Through these grant programs, the Institute 

is bringing federal money back into Pennsylvania to support innovation in science education. This dedication 

to convening the leading organizations in the STEM arena distinguishes the Institute from other science 

center and museums and is further illustrated through the lnstitute's role in the foundation and ongoing 

coordination of the Philadelphia Science Festival (PSF). 

Each spring, PSF drives a community-wide celebration of science that features lectures, debates, hands-on 

activities, special exhibitions, and a variety of informal science education experiences for Philadelphians of all 

ages. Since its inauguration in 2011, the Festival has successfully united the region's science, cultural, and 

educational institutions as a single voice to put science in the spotlight. PSF engages children, families, and 

adults in hundreds of activities taking place in venues in every neighborhood of the city. It is estimated that 

more than nearly 100,000 individuals participate in the Festival's many events and activities on an annual 

basis. More than 175 organizations have taken active roles in producing events and activities to date. In 2013 

the 11-day festival drew more than 90,000 people to 100+ programs and events, including the Science 

Carnival on the Parkway, which attracted a crowd of approximately 30,000 people. The 2014 festival was held 

from April 25 to May 2. 



Innovation in STEM Education 

The lnstitute's educational impact includes both informal, out-of-school experiences and innovative formal, 

school-based instruction. The Science Leadership Academy (SLA) is a nationally recognized, award-winning 

high school founded and managed as a partnership between The Franklin Institute and the School District of 

Philadelphia. Opened in 2006 and built on the educational philosophy that inquiry is the very first step in the 

process of learning, SLA provides a rigorous, college-preparatory curriculum with a focus on science, 

technology, mathematics and entrepreneurship. Students at SLA learn in a project-based environment where 

the core values of inquiry, research, collaboration, presentation, and reflection are emphasized in all classes. 

The Institute works closely with SLA's administrators to connect the school's curriculum to the lnstitute's 

exhibit schedule, enhancing the educational impact of the partnership. For example, during the weekly 

Wednesdays@TheFranklin program, SLA students use the Institute as a hands-on learning lab. 

SLA is so successful that the School District of Philadelphia opened another campus in the fall of 2013, 

effectively doubling its enrollment. The diverse student body, which is comprised of students from 60 

different middle schools, exhibits increased academic success, made evident in the 95 percent graduation 

rate. (In the School District of Philadelphia, the graduation rate is 61 percent). Of SLA's graduating seniors in 

2013, 97 percent were accepted into at least one college or university and many were awarded outstanding 

scholarships. As a result of its success, the school has received extensive recognition. Most recently, Dell Inc. 

designated SLA as a Center of Excellence in Learning, recognizing the school as a national model for inquiry

driven, project-based schools. 

Statement of Need 

Financial support from the Commonwealth is crucial to the maintenance and continued development of the 

innovative, cutting-edge, science-related exhibits and educational programming that stand as the hallmark of 

The Franklin Institute. The Franklin Institute is of immeasurable value to the Commonwealth as an 

educational resource, an economic engine, and a cultural center. The Institute is the most-visited museum in 

Pennsylvania and a top-five tourist destination in Philadelphia. Popular exhibits like King Tut, Body Worlds, 

Cleopatra, and Titanic attract visitors from around the world. Each of these visitors, including more than 

200,000 schoolchildren who visit at a dramatically discounted rate or completely free of charge, is treated to 

hands-on exhibits, dynamic shows, and personal interaction with science education experts. Moreover, the 

lnstitute's Traveling Science Shows visit every county in Pennsylvania! The lnstitute's content-rich website 

annually welcomes nearly 14 million unique users each year, 40 percent of whom self-identify as educators .. 

The Institute is a key educational resource throughout the Commonwealth by providing: 

• Engaging, hands-on learning experiences for museum visitors 

• Traveling shows, which include pre- and post-visit educational resources for teachers and students 

• Professional development workshops for teachers, youth mentors, librarians, and after-school 

providers 

• Online science and technology curricular resources connected to State standards 

• Programs that develop science skills for minority students and girls, historically underrepresented in 

these fields 

• Experiences that create a passion for science and technology for Pennsylvania students who will 

become the employees who fuel the Commonwealth's national leadership and business growth 

The Institute requests legislative support to continue to serve the residents of Pennsylvania with hands-on 

science learning resources, innovative partnerships and outreach programs, and world-class experiences that 

inspire curiosity and promote understanding of and appreciation for STEM. 


