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LancasterHistory.org-formerly the Lancaster County Historical Society-is one of the oldest local history 
organizations in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with organizational roots dating to the Lancaster 
Athenaeum of 1859. Now in its 155th year, its ten acre Campus of History and associated properties, including 
the home of our nation's 15th President, James Buchanan, as well as the home and law offices of the Great 
Commoner, Thaddeus Stevens, provides citizens of and visitors to Lancaster County unique access to 
Lancaster's past set within the context of the history of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and of the Nation. 
With over 2000 members from 60 counties in the Commonwealth and 47 states in the Union, we presently serve 
over 30,000 visitors to the campus each year, 154,000 unique visitors to our website last year, and offer general 
outreach and off-site programming enhancing the lives of many of the 500,000 citizens of and 11 million annual 
visitors to Lancaster County. 

In the last five years, most museums across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have been challenged with 
declining revenue streams from grants and corporate gifts, as well as a precipitous drop in government support, 
all while continuing to provide superlative services to their communities despite often reduced staff and smaller 
budgets. In Lancaster County, you need look no further than the consolidation of five separate historic sites and 
museums into one organization-President James Buchanan's Wheatland, the Thaddeus Stevens-Lydia 
Hamilton Smith Site, and the Heritage Center Museum, the Lancaster Quilt and Textile Museum, and the 
Lancaster County Historical Society -to witness how we have attempted to address the dwindling pool of 
available funds through mergers and consolidations. We have merged resources, provided streamlined 
opportunities for funding to our community donors, and trimmed our collective budgets. To be clear here, we do 
not claim to be unique. We acknowledge that the economic hardships of the past several years have been felt 
almost universally. And we are the first to state that some very smart thinking and desirable changes have 
resulted from these harder economic times. Some organizations ha:ve emerged as healthy economically
responsible contributors to their community. Keep in mind that even during the stresses of the past 5-6 years 
museums have helped to keep people employed and tourists visiting. We alone have saved five jobs that would 
otherwise have been lost, and created three new full-time and several part-time positions. Now, through S. B. 
I 070, we seek to more fully 'engage our government as a stronger partner in strengthening the museums that 
serve our citizens and visitors in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Museums have an indelible impact on the economic health and quality of life in our community and around the 
nation. An extensive study of the impact of museums on the American economy conducted by the American 
Alliance of Museums concludes: 

• There are approximately 850 million visits each year to American museums, more than the attendance 
for all major league sporting events and theme parks combined ( 483 million in 2011 ). By 2006, 
museums already received an additional 524 million online visits a year just from adults, a number that 
has continued to grow dramatically in the eight years since. 

• Museums directly contribute $21 billion to the U.S. economy each year. They generate billions more 
through indirect spending by their visitors. 

• Museums rank among the top three family vacation destinations. 
• Trips including cultural and heritage activities account for over 23% of all domestic travel, according to 

the U.S. Travel Association. 
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• Visitors to historic sites and cultural attractions, including museums, stay 53% longer and spend 36% 
more money than other kinds of tourists. 

• 78% of all U.S. leisure travelers participate in cultural or heritage activities. 
• The nonprofit arts and culture industry annually generates over $135 billion in economic activity, 

supports more than 4 million full-time jobs, and returns over $22 billion in local, state, and federal tax 
revenues. 

• Governments that support the arts see an average return on investment of over $7 in taxes for every $1 
that the government appropriates, according to a survey conducted by the U.S. Conference of Mayors. 

What's more, museums are essential partners in education. Museums spend more than $2 billion a year on 
education activities; the typical museum devotes three-quarters of its education budget to K-12 students. 
Museums receive approximately 55 million visits each year from students in school groups, and provide more 
than 18 million instructional hours each year for guided tours for students, staff visits to schools, school 
outreach through science vans and other traveling exhibits, and professional development for teachers, 
according to the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Museums like LancasterHistory.org help teach the state, local, or core curriculum, tailoring their programs in 
math, science, art, literacy, language arts, history, civics and government, economics and financial literacy, 
geography, and social studies, often in coordination with state and local curriculum standards (Federal Institute 
of Museum and Library Services study). Teachers, students, and researchers benefit from access to trustworthy 
information through online collections and exhibits, although many museums need more help digitizing their 
collections and enhancing online access and interpretation need more help in developing their digital collections 
to meet this need. 

Museum websites serve a diverse online community, teachers, parents, students (including students who are 
home-schooled) and the general public among them. 

Museums provide many social services, including programs for children on the autism spectrum, English as a 
Second Language classes, and programs for older adults with Alzheimer's or other cognitive impairments. 
Some museums also facilitate job training programs, provide vegetable gardens for low-income communities, 
and serve as locations for supervised visits through the family court system. 

Many museums also offer programs tailored to veterans and military families. In 2012, more than 1,800 
museums participated in the Blue Star Museums initiative, offering free admission to all active-duty and reserve 
personnel and their families from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Many other museums offered military 
discounts or free admission throughout the year. 

Americans view museums as one of the most important resources for educating our children and as one of the 
most trustworthy sources of objective information. Museums are considered a more reliable source of historical 
information than books, teachers or even personal accounts by relatives, according to a study by Indiana 
University. 

All the while, museums preserve and protect more than a billion objects in the United States of America, telling 
important stories by collecting, preserving, researching, and interpreting objects, living specimens and historical 
records, and helping communities better understand and appreciate cultural diversity. Americans from all ranges 
of income and education visit museums; in 2011, 40% of museums were free at all times or had suggested 
admission fees only; nearly all the rest offered discounts or free admission days. They utilize the resources of 
remarkable volunteers who contribute a million hours of service each week. 



In the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, a recent study estimated that 13,000 people are employed by 
Pennsylvania's museums. These vital community facilities are a major part of a $33 billion tourism industry in 
Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, state funding for both state-owned and non state-owned museums has declined. 
Fortunately, the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee recommended the exploration of creative funding 
strategies for museums and cultural activities. 

S.B. 1070, cosponsored by Sen. Browne and Sen. Costa, represents an historic change in the way we support 
cultural institutions in our state. This bill would mean that history museums, nature and science museums, art 
museums, botanic gardens, and so many other critical educators in our communities would receive predictable 
funding from the state that would benefit from the jobs and community enhancements that all museums provide. 
At a time when elected leaders are trying to help the Unites States compete globally in all sectors, museums are 
sparking the next generation of scientists, artists, political leaders, historians and entrepreneurs; S.B. 1070 
aligns these goals in a logical, strategic way. 

S.B. 1070 is a smart investment in one of Pennsylvania's most valuable resources-its own cultural heritage. As 
we work tirelessly to promote the legacy of Pennsylvania's only United States President, as well as that of 
Congressman Thaddeus Stevens and countless Lancastrians who have helped shape the county, 
Commonwealth, and country, we ask that you help by doing all in your legislative power to advance S.B. l 070 
as a critically important step in ensuring a healthy future for the museums of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 


