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April 30, 2014 

Lehigh County Historical Society 
Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum 

432 West Walnut Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

610-435-1074 

Honorable State Government Committee 
c/o Senator Patrick Browne 
Senator Jay Costa, et al. 
351 Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Re: Pennsvlvania Museum Preservation Act SB 1070 Letter of Endorsement 

Dear Committee Members: . 
My testimony and most sincere thoughts on SB 1070 are of great importance. In a high-tech 

society dominated by computers, iPods, and cell phones, one might wonder if museums are still 
important. Some believe that the study of history is simply a nostalgic stroll down memory lane. Yet, 
nothing could be further from the truth! 

History museums speak with the voice of the past; they offer a mirror of reality representing all 
that we have been and all that we hope to be. According to Abraham Lincoln, "We cannot escape 
history. We ... will be remembered in spite of ourselves." Historian David McCullough said "History is 
a guide to navigation in perilous times." History museums are inclusive; they include the stories of all 
cultures. They help to tell the African American experience, the Latino story, the lessons of the 
Holocaust and all cultures engaged in the struggle of human existence. 

"History teaches us hope," said Civil War General Robert E. Lee - the hope of advances as we 
learn from the lessons of the past. History museums teach us to strive toward the loftier purpose of 
America, they foster ideals and values that have made our country, as Abraham Lincoln said in 1862, 
"the best hope of earth." 

History museums provide vital lessons for young people. They teach humility and respect. 
Despite its extreme importance, our knowledge of the past and the lessons it holds are slipping away, a 
dilemma that threatens the cultural fabric of America, and all that we have learned as a nation. 

Often overlooked are the economic benefits of museums. They provide jobs, enhance 
property values, promote downtown revitalization, and increase tourism. In 2010 it is estimated that 
Pennsylvania's heritage-related sites and museums alone provided 37,000+ jobs, attracted at least 32 
million visitors, drew more than a billion dollars in visitor spending, and produced $90-million+ in state 
tax revenues. 

I therefore wish to convey my strongest end0rsement for the speedy passage of the Pennsylvania 
Museum Preservation Act SB 1070. Your support will benefit Pennsylvanians for generations to come. 
My thanks in advance for your support. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Joseph Garrera 
Executive Director 
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Lehigh County Historical Society 
Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum 

432 West Walnut Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

610-435-1074 

Honorable State Government Committee 
c/o Senator Patrick Browne 
Senator Jay Costa, et al. 
351 Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Re: Pennsvlvania Museum Preservation Act SB 1070 Letter of Endorsement 

Dear Committee Members: 

As President of the 110 year old Lehigh County Historical Society, I want to convey my 
strongest endorsement for the Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act. 

Our state and indeed our nation stand at a crossroads confronting major economic, 
environmental, and demographic challenges. Our success or failure will be determined by 
knowledge. We need not only the simple knowledge of mathematics or science, but our 
knowledge of the complex lessons revealed in history. As a society, we bear the responsibility to 
promote excellence in education, a form of education found only in museums that build young 
minds into analytical thinkers and better people. 

Nowhere are history museums more important than here in Pennsylvania, birthplace 
of liberty and the American Constitution. History museums do more than teach; they elevate the 
human experience. Through exhibits and programs, they show visitors that cultural diversity 
leads to a strong and tolerant society. 

I am proud to add that here in Pennsylvania, history and history museums are an 
important business, a thriving cultural experience that draws millions of tourists from every 
state and abroad. Here in the Lehigh Valley, our museums host tourists from around the country, 
and indeed the world, in search of America's historic past. 

On behalf of our Board of Directors and our entire institution, I convey my strongest 
endorsement for speedy passage of SB 1070. 

Thank you in advance for your utmost support. 

Sincerely, 

S~cv S legfvieii 

Sonya Siegfried 
President 


