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Good morning Chairman Smucker and members of the Committee. Thank you for this opportunity 
to testify on behalf of Pennsylvania's Museums about The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act, 

Senate Bill 1070. 

My name is Rusty Baker, and I am the Executive Director of PA Museums, Pennsylvania's statewide 

museum association, a membership based independent not for profit with 300 member museums from 

every corner of the Commonwealth. Our members are large and small and represent the entire field -

Art, History, Science, University museums, County historical societies, archives, children's museums, and 

state and federal historic sites and visitor centers. We serve our membership by creating museum 

community in Pennsylvania - advocating for museum funding, providing professional development and 

a place to network, and sharing information and resources. 

The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act, Senate Bill 1070, has great potential. As many of you are 

likely aware, the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee completed a study of museum funding in 

Pennsylvania in November of 2012 with the help of many organizations, including PA Museums. This 

study examined the fragmented approach to cultural funding at the state level across several 

administrations, and presented a number of recommendations. The full study is available online at 

http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us/reports/2012/69.PDF. 

Summarizing the recommendations, they included: 

1. PHMC and PCA explore creative funding strategies in use in other states. 

2. PHMC assume a greater leadership role for the state's historical museums and sites. 

3. PHMC, PCA and DCED actively participate in the Arts and Culture Coalition (now Caucus). 

4. PHMC explicitly authorized under their statute and regulations to award grants. 

5. PHMC work with its partners to create a new operating grant program. 

From our perspective as a watchdog on museum issues and state policy as it relates to museums and 

historical organizations, The PA Museum Preservation Act would immediately address several of these 

recommendations. The main ideas contained in this bill would serve to formalize policy related to 

museums and historical activities, officially authorize the PHMC as the state's instrument to lead the 

field, and establish a transparent, qualitative, and consistent process for operational funding. 

Pennsylvania is home to hundreds of historical organizations and museums and is roughly in a tie with 

Texas and Ohio for the fourth largest museum population in the United States. Large world class 

museums anchor our field in the larger metropolitan areas, and small historical groups, mostly volunteer 

organizations, can be found in nearly every community. County Historical Societies are a backbone of 

activity across the state with 64 active organizations in our 67 counties. Defining museums in a broad 

sense urges the inclusion of zoos, nature centers, arboreta, and mobile museums. The proliferation and 

popularity of museums and museum-related activity, then, demands a process that identifies and 

rewards organizations deserving of public investment. The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act ties 

future grant funding to several qualitative markers. Our national museum association, The American 

Alliance of Museums (AAM), has published a general definition of museum, and by using the definition 

nationally and even internationally accepted within our field, Pennsylvania can identify those 



institutions that meet general requirements to be called a museum. The AAM also has an accreditation 

process that begins with simple steps a museum can take to acknowledge and to engage in best 

practices, the Pledge of Excellence. The AAM also reviews and verifies that a museum has its core 

guiding documents, and The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act would require eligible museums to 

have these documents for future funding. This Act would also reward fully AAM accredited museums 

with a slightly higher grant amount available. It would incentivize and reward institutions that perform 

well in their community and in the field without greatly burdening them or the Commonwealth. 

Museums occupy an unusual but critical place in society. Museums play a major role in tourism in 

Pennsylvania, and they draw about a third of tourists from outside the state. At the same time, over 90% 

of Pennsylvanians reported visiting historical sites or museums in a single year. Museums are often 

recognized for the educational opportunity they present. No longer simply "informal education 

experiences," Pennsylvania's museums develop programs that closely adhere to state education 

standards and fill in the gap between what is imagined in a classroom and what a real object can teach 

us about our past. Pennsylvania's museums may employ as many as 13,000 people. Pennsylvania is 

uniquely positioned to present some of the world's most powerful stories. We should all be proud of our 

place in history and share the richness of our heritage because it speaks directly to the quality of our 

lives and our lasting legacy. The museum community has tried to hitch its wagon over the years to 

tourism, to education, and to community and economic development initiatives, and funding museums 

on their own merit recognizes their place in the bigger picture as a key component in multiple 

industries. Museums are not a wagon; museums are the tractor. 

We have provided, with our written testimony, letters of support from several of our member 

organizations. We would be happy at any time to provide this committee or any members of the 

legislature any additional assistance, expertise, or data. 

PA Museums enthusiastically supports The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act, and we look 

forward to its inclusion in Pennsylvania's enacted budget. We are grateful for the vision of Senators 

Browne and Costa, the primary sponsors of this bill, and its 17 cosponsors in the Pennsylvania Senate for 

this forward-thinking, clear leadership in statewide cultural policy. Thank you for this opportunity to 

provide testimony. 


