
I'm Jane Werner, the Executive Director of the Children's Museum of Pittsburgh and President 
of the Association of Children's Museums, the international, professional, organization for 
children's museums; 

I am here to support the passage of Senate Bill 1070 because in my 32 years in the museum 
profession, I've seen the impact museums have on their community and people's lives. 

If you're in the museum business, you're a storyteller. We tell stories of our past, of our 
relationship to nature, to each other and in the case of children's museums, what it means to 
be human. No matter what kind of museum, we tell stories. Stories are how we convey 
information and how we inspire. 

The Children's Museum of Pittsburgh's story is rich with numbers ... we see 270,000 people a 
year in our building and another 40,000 through outreach. Our economic impact to the 
community and Pennsylvania is $13.5 million. 22% of visitors hail from outside Pennsylvania. 
Over 30,000 people come to the museum on free or reduced admission. Our subsidized 
admission program where EBT/ACCESS cardholders get $1.00 admission is the model for a 
nationwide program soon to be announced. We share our space with 5 organizations who 
work with our on behalf of children including Reading is Fundamental and two HeadStart 
programs of the Pittsburgh Public Schools. We've funded and revitalized one public park, one 
closed theater into the New Hazlett Theater and have partnered with over 50 organizations in 
the past year to help make families' lives better. We provided 150 teachers with professional 
development opportunities throughout the year because we see ourselves as a lab for 
education. Over 50 teens take part in our after school and summer programs. Last year, three 
community gardens were built with those teens. Last month, with funding from the State 
Department, 6 teens from the north side, one of the lowest income neighborhoods in 
Pittsburgh, spent 10 days in Ecuador, visiting with their counterparts because they have been 
working together on an urban agriculture project for a year. I'm going back to Pittsburgh today 
to a party welcoming 6 Ecuadorian teens to Pittsburgh. Our MakeSHOP exhibit and program 
where the physical intersects with the digital is a national model. Schools and libraries across 
Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia are turning to us to help them create "makerspaces" in 
their buildings. 

Our efforts in the community and in education reform have been recognized by the White 
House, featured in the book Magnetic: The Art and Science of Engagement and we were 
honored to receive the National Medal from the Institute of Museum and Library Services in 
2009, the highest award given to museums by the federal government. 

Passage of Senate Bill 1070 would help us take our work to the next level as it would our 
colleagues across the state. 

But stories about numbers tell one thing. Stories about people tell another. 



We recently opened an exhibit titled XOXO: Love and Forgiveness. It's unusual for a museum 
to tackle a subject about the big issues in life, but we wanted to try to create spaces for where 
parents could have important conversations with their children. A father recently stopped me 
in the museum to tell me that he must say "I love you" to his child 100 times a day, but this was 
the first time they ever talked about what it means. 

We also partnered with a local artist who focused on love letter writing with our visitors. Here 
are some of the results: 

"Dear Dad, I went to Pittsburgh for a field trip We went to a bunch of cool rooms. Someday I want to go 
to ALL of the rooms! I'm telling you it was pretty COOL!" 

"Dear Jermy, your amazing and you rock. P.S. Hi. PPS. Have a good life." 

"Dear Stormy, thanks for being my horse. I know you have arthritis in your right leg but I still like you." 

"Dear Mommy, You are very sweet and kind. You always are there for me when I'm felling sad. You are 
the best Mom I could ask for. The only thing I want for christmas is you." 

"Dear Deer, thank you for letting me hunt you. Let me find your antlers." 

"Dear sister I wonder if you have blond hair like me I can't whate to you are born." 

"Dear Grandma, I really wish you were here again! P.S. you are in a better place." 

"Dear Reagan M. I am hoping that with time I can win back trust from you." 

"Dear Mom I know you miss Dad and I do to. I hoop you will still remember him though he is dead. I hoop 
we fill your heart but we can't fill our Dad's shoes. I love you very much. Love, Braden. Hoop we make 
you happy." 

We are humbled and awed every day by the range, courage and candor of children's and adults' writing. 
It inspires us to work harder in making our community better for everyone. 

But that's not the end of the story. 

The Love and Forgiveness exhibit was funded by the Fetzer Institute. Last month, their advisory board 
visited the museum. One of their advisors is Dr. Yacoobi, one of the finalists for the 2014 Nobel Peace 
Prize. Dr. Yacoobi builds schools for girls in Afghanistan. She wants to bring the Love and Forgiveness 
exhibit to Kabul. She thinks it might be the start of a much needed conversation around love and 
forgiveness in that war torn country. We are excited by the possibility that maybe our community and 
our work on the north side of Pittsburgh could have worldwide implications. 

The story of the Children's Museum is not isolated or unique. Throughout Pennsylvania you will find the 
same kind of stories of museums changing lives. We are a great investment because we are an 



upstream investment. Our impact is deep and long lasting. We can be experimental and a real lab for 
learning. For every dollar spent, we see tenfold return not only financially but socially. 

Senate Bill 1070 will provide funding which will continue museums' work in their community and just 
may change the stories communities tell. 


