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April 29, 2014 

Senator Lloyd K. Smucker 
Senate Box 203013 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3013 

Dear Chairman Smucker, 

On behalf of Allison-Antrim Museum, Inc.'s (AAMI) board of directors, 
AAMI fully supports The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act 
SB l 070. Operational funding is essential lo many museums and historical 
organizations across Pennsylvania. 

All together museums and historical organizations play a major role in 
contributing to Pennsylvania's second largest industry - tourism. Museums 
and historical organizations are at the top of the "Do" list, in the Do, Dine, 
& Stay strategy to entice tourists. to not only visit for one day, but have a 
nice meal in a local restaurant. and stay overnight, because there's so much 
more to see and do the next day. 

My additional positions as president of the board of directors of Franklin 
County Visitors Bureau, Inc. and as a board member of PA Museums, have 
allowed me to see the value of The Pennsylvania Museum Preservation Act 
on all levels - local, county, and state. 

Sincerely, 
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Bonnie A. Shockey, / 

President & CEO 



The Clinton County Historical Society (CCHS) in Lock Haven has been severely impacted by the loss of 
state funding for its operating costs. We had to eliminate 3 paid positions as we could no longer meet 
payroll. CCHS owns 4 properties, two of which are on the Historic Register and a 3rd is eligible. The 1837 
Farrandsville Furnace, 1831 Heisey House Museum, 1800s Barton Street one room school, and the 1844 
Castanea rail station all require maintenance. Currently all business is conducted by our volunteer Board 
of Directors, researchers, tour leaders and speakers, all on a part time basis. We are striving to keep 
CCHS visible and vital to the community, on a shoestring budget. We rely on membership fees, grants 
for repairs, donations, tour groups, sponsors and money from the County Commissioners. We have 
been able fulfill our mission of preservation and education by conducting our Children's History Camp 
and offering free monthly programs to the public. But there is much that our volunteers struggle with: 
the taxes, forms, grant applications, maintaining our non-profit status, conducting the day-to-day 
business that had previously been the responsibility of the paid executive director. We can no longer fill 
the position of a trained curator, either, due to the loss of state funding, and we can only be open to the 
public 2 days midweek. And by its nature, volunteerism is inconsistent and at the convenience of its 
volunteers. 

We fully support legislation that would restore funds to the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum 
Commission to help it help others. 
Jo Ann Bowes, President, Clinton County Historical Society 


