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"As schools and other early learning centers suffer continual cutbacks, institutions such as Please Touch 
Museum (PTM) become more important as a resource for family learning," says one of our donors. In 
2013, at PTM we offered over 1,900 family programs with a special focus on the arts--lighting a creative 
spark for discovery and lifelong learning while filling the gap left due to the declining presence of the 
arts in school. As a multidisciplinary institution, PTM is helping to define how the arts, humanities, 
sciences, mathematics and human relations are taught to children. Our outreach programs strengthen 
community resources that educate and care for children. In 2013, PTM provided invaluable educational 
opportunities for over 8,600 of the most vulnerable children in our community and free or a reduced 
rate for over 43,000 children and their families. 

One of the most important functions of early education is helping children develop essential 
foundational skills. In the past decade, neuroscience has confirmed what the social sciences has long 
contended, that the first years of life are essential to future learning. Grounded in well-established 
pedagogy, PTM is part of the children's museum movement that combines specific learning objectives 
with play in informal learning environments that are developmentally appropriate for our youngest 
citizens. 

Early childhood years are the most important in a person's lifespan. Advances in cognitive science have 
made the schedule of children's development clearer: the brain develops more rapidly during the first 
years of life. By age five the brain has developed 90% of the foundation for problem-solving, 
communications, and critical thinking. It is imperative that children are exposed to a rich variety of 
learning experiences from a very young age to support cognitive growth during these most formative 
years. Play is regarded as one of the most powerful stimulants of intellectual and socio-emotional 
growth for young children. On the current of decades of research, our notion of play has evolved from 
amusement to fundamental human need. 

Our exhibitions and programs provide children with immersive learning experiences in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities. According to the American Association of Museums, the most reliable 
predictor of museum attendance as an adult is exposure to museums as a child. Indeed, children's 
museums are a gateway; our youngest patrons grow up with us, then graduate to more advanced 
learning opportunities at other museums. Our aim is to establish Please Touch Museum as a central 
component of Philadelphia's cultural vibrancy. 

PTM offers an environment where families can connect in meaningful ways. It is a tremendous asset for 
parents and caregivers of young children in creating time for play. In addition to connecting substantive 
learning experiences with open-ended play, they create an environment that keeps children engaged 
with their caregivers and peers. As the first museum in the nation dedicated to serving children ages 
seven and younger, Please Touch Museum is a proven leader among this exceptional group of cultural 
institutions. The value of our exhibits and programs has been validated by a number of early childhood 
specialists, and our innovative approach to educating young children has earned national and 
international acclaim. 

Please Touch Museum presence at Memorial Hall-a site that had been a place for new thinking about 
education over 130 years ago-now brings to very young children the idea of the museum experience 
through play. It was Montessori educator Portia Sperr, who founded Please Touch Museum with the 
mission of enriching the lives of children by creating learning opportunities through play, and who 
clearly saw our museum as an engine for the Philadelphia region's arts and culture community. 

In 2008, PTM answered the demand of a growing audience by moving to Memorial Hall, a National 
Historic Landmark building constructed for the 1876 Centennial Exhibition. Prior to our expansion, the 
Museum needed a substantial up-front infusion of capital to galvanize our expansion effort. As a 
501 ( c) (3) organization, long-term bond financing was appealing as it enabled us to borrow at tax-



exempt rates, preserve higher yielding endowment and cash assets, and continue fundraising after the 
commencement of construction. In October 2006, the Museum sold a $60 million tax-exempt debt 
offering. Our decision to pursue long-term funding resulted in our successful expansion, allowing us to 
restore, renovate, and open our location at Memorial Hall on time and under budget. 

Five years and three million visitors later, the new PTM is an unqualified success, however, like many 
arts and culture organizations, we face many challenges. The unforeseen economic conditions 
engendered by the 2008 financial crisis and the en~uing global recession drastically reduced the giving 
capacity of many of our benefactors. With philanthropy at the local and national levels stagnant, state 
funding for general operating support and capital projects are more important than ever. 

PTM is now responsible for more than $20 million in household income and $3.5 in city and state tax 
revenue. Arts and culture organizations are a thriving economic generator in the Philadelphia economy, 
and PTM is proud to be a contributor to our local prosperity. A show of support for arts and culture 
organizations is not only a step toward improving our overall quality of life; it is a sound investment in a 
potent force for economic growth. 


